
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee:

My name is Karina A. Rosario, and I am a student resident of West Haven, Connecticut, a
student at Connecticut College in New London, Connecticut, and a Generation Action Intern
with Planned Parenthood Votes! CT. I confidently stand in support of Bill 6616 "AN ACT
CONCERNING EXPANSION OF HUSKY HEALTH BENEFITS TO THOSE INELIGIBLE
DUE TO IMMIGRATION STATUS.” This bill would thus provide medical assistance and
expand access to low-income residents, regardless of immigration status.

On a rainy October night this past year, I was involved in a car accident during my
commute to class. My car was slammed into by a speeding car, causing it to slide across multiple
lanes and a grassy field until it eventually stopped, hitting a tree; My car was totaled. Stepping
out of my beat up vehicle, I was terrified, in shock, and couldn’t properly think. However, when
a police officer asked if I wanted to be transported to the nearest hospital, suddenly I could think
perfectly clearly. Rather than basing my answer to his question off of whether or not I was
injured, I anxiously contemplated the financial burdens I would have to face if I were to visit the
hospital. I immediately denied his offer, as I knew I couldn’t bear to finally afford to be
medically evaluated; I would rather be in physical pain than financial pain.

As a life-long citizen of the United States of America, who is privileged enough to have
health insurance, even I hold great concerns regarding my ability to access and afford medical
care. I ask you to imagine this situation as if I were an undocumented immigrant in the United
States, striving to receive an education to better their life, when suddenly the uncontrollable
occurs, and they are wound up in a devastating car crash. With the initial fear and stress of facing
law enforcement with the power to expel you from a country you seek to make home, you now
have extremely limited access to transportation as you no longer have a car, but more
importantly, your body has just undergone extreme trauma with safety assumed injuries. While
objects like a car may ultimately be replaceable, your body and its abilities are not. Yet, rather
than do all of what may be in one’s power to protect and ensure the health of that body, when our
undocumented peers are denied health insurance, and thus access to medical care, they are most
notably forced to put a price on their lives. To deny those who are living beside us the access and
ability to ensure their body’s health is to ultimately send the message that their lives are worth
less than someone who happened to be born in this country.

I encourage you to seek the humanity of this bill, and make your decision based on the
bigger picture; to deny anyone access to health care is to possibly deny them the ability to live.
Regardless of immigration status, no human being should be allowed to suffer and live in fear,
simply because of ineligibility to health care in Connecticut. Undocumented people are no less of
people than U.S. citizens, thus I strongly urge the committee to vote in support of this bill for the
sake of all lives, regardless of the country in which they were born.



In support of Bill 6616, I thank you for your time and reflection, and hope the committee
will vote favorably.

Thank you,
Karina A. Rosario


